Notes on Figurative Language & Similes


Figurative language: When a speaker says something (on purpose), that he/she does not literally mean.  It is a deliberate exaggeration.
Simile

What does it mean to compare? ____________________________________________________
A _______________ compares two things using the words ______________ or _____________.

You make a simile by looking at one characteristic of a person/thing and comparing it to the second person/thing by showing that they have the same characteristic.


Example: I’ve been working like a dog.



What two things are being compared?  ______________ with ______________


Paraphrase the simile into your own words:


Example: These cookies taste like garbage.



What two things are being compared? ______________ with ______________


Paraphrase the simile into your own words:


Example: He eats like a dog.



What two things are being compared? ______________ with ______________


Paraphrase the simile into your own words:

Analyzing Poems

1. Circle the similes in the poem below.

2. Draw one image that the similes in the poem convey (show, or illustrate)

3. Write what you think is the central message of this poem.

Peering through the drape

Of my synthetic cell

How I long to escape

This manufactured jail.

Like a bruised, little bird

Too confused to fly,

I’m trapped, in a word,

So confined am I.

A captive, collared lion

Alone in its pen,

I’m pacin’ and dyin’

In a manmade den.

For an eagle was not meant

To be locked in a cage,

Its life to be spent

Like a picture on a page.

And when a mighty lion,

In truth, is but a cat,

It will spend its time tryin’

To be greater than that.
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Bonus: underline all of the pronouns in this poem that you can find.








