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Bacchus was the
Roman god of wine
and intoxication who
is equated with the
Greek god Dionysys.
Bacchus's name means
“o shout” which seems
fitting due 4o his wild
nature. His festival,
Bacchanalia, was
celebrated on March 16
and I1. Even ky Roman
srandards, his
festivals were wild
and eventually
forbidden by +he
Roman Senate in 186
BCE. He is associated
wiith mary symbols
including +he grape
vine. fig, poisonous vy
plant. leopard, and bul.

Pluto was the Roman
90d of wealth and the
Underworld. His narme
liverally means “wealt
1+ does not appear that
+here was a specific
festival in his honor.
However, many winter
festivals were
associated with death
and linked +o Pluto, Like
his Greek equivalent,
Hades, he is freauently
associated with a black
chario and black horses.
Where white animals
were sacrificed in honor
of +he gods who ruled
above e earth, black
animals were sacrificed

+o Pluto because he ruled |

+he world below.

Jupiter was +he supreme
90d of +he Romans whose
niame means “shining
father’. He is the god of
light and sky and
protector of laws.
Together with Juno and
Minerva, he forms one
+hird of the +riad of
deities. He was His
symbols of +he lightning
bolt and eagle are
identical with the Greek
90d Zeus. The Roman
senate had a temple +0
him where +hey made
offerings and celebrated
his sacred day was +he
ldes (15™ of each month.
And on he \des of March
5™ was when Roman
Consuls were inaugurated.
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Mergury, +he Roman
90d of whose name
means “trade’ was the
partron of merchants
and profit and was
closely associated with
+he Greek god Hermes.
His festival, the
Mercuralia was
celebrated on May 15"
and on +his day
merchants sprinkled
+heir heads and
merchandise warter
from a well near his
+emple. He is ofen
seen carmying a
caducevs (a staff
with +wg snakes) and
a purse.
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Romdh Gods

Neptune's festival, Neptunalia, was celebrated on July 23 To +he Romans he
was a not a very powerful god but had many characteristics like those of +he
Greek god Poseidon. However he was far less popular with Roman sailors +han he
was +o the Greeks. His name probably means ‘wet” or ‘clouds”. In addition +o being
+he god of +he sea, he was also +he patron of horses and horse racing. The
+rident is Neptune's most commmon symol.

Mars was the Roman god of war and one of the mos+ prominent and worshiped
90d. Roman mythology says +hat he was he father of Romuius, +he first Roman
King, Because he was +he father of Romulus, the Romans consider +hemseives
“Sons of Mare'. He had several festivals in his honor induding +he Feriae Marti
which is celebrated on March Ol and Armilustrium held on October 19", On +he
Roman calendar, +he month of March, named after Mars, was the first month of
+he year. Mars is portrayed, as is Aeries his Greek alter ego, as a warrior in ful
kattle armor wearing a helmet carmying a shield and spear. W is from the shield and

spear that we get +he male symbol of 1.

Vulcan festivals, called \olcanus, were held each year on May 23 and August
23 (Bona Dead. At +he festival of Bona Dea, fires were lighted on +he River
Tiber and fich sacrificed. As +he Roman god of fire and craftsmanship he was +he
Ppatron +0 blacksmiths, as was his Greek incamaion, Hephaestus. His name means
‘40 flash’ and his svmbols are the anvil and hammer.
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Cupid was the son of
+he goddess \Venus and
+he god Mars. Unlike his
Greek equivalent, Eros,
he is often shown
wearing a blindfold
(because love is blind,
with wings and carrying
2 bow and arrow. His
name means ‘desire’

and mytholoay says
+hat if shot by one of
his arrows the person
would have
uncontrollable desire.
Although he is commonly
associated with
Valentine's Day. it is
urlikely +hat +his was

Cupids actual festival.
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Vesta is +he Roman
goddess of fire and
“heartH, which is also
her name and s also
identified with the
Greek goddess Hestia.
She is one of +he
oldest Halian
goddesses and.

i Wershiped 25

| household deity by
+hrowing food onto a
fire. The main festival
+o this Goddess, the
Vestalia +ook place
from Th-15th June.
Her symbol is +he
sacred flame because
she rarely +ook human
form.
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Diana whose narme
means ‘goddess’ is
+he goddess of wild
places, +he hunt, +he
moon, and childbirth.
She is similar +o the
Greek goddess
Artemis and protects
Young maidens and
children. She is often
associated with the
symbol of +he moon
She is one of +hree
main goddesses who
‘Swore never +o
marry. Her festival,
called Nemoraila, is
held each year on
August 137,
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Venus is +he Roman goddess of love and beauty but in
earlier +imes she was a goddess of fertility. The festival of
Vinalia Rustica on August 18" celebrates the goddess and
honors her oldest known temple. She is a daughier of
Jupiter and much her mythology is modeled after +he Greek
qoddess Aphrodite. Julius Caesar and Emperor Augusius claim
Venus as their ancestor. Her name means ‘love’. Her symbol

is +he mirror which is where we get the symbol of @ which
means female.

Juno was considered one of the three main deities in ancient
Rome. She was a protector of martied women and childbirth
Her name means ‘she who gives’ suggesting that she was a
generous and benevolent. The first day of each lunar month,
known s +he Kalends, is considered a sacred day for Juno
Plus she also has an entire month, June, named after her. Her
Greek equivalent is +he goddess Hera and her symbols are
+he peacock and geese.
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Minerva whose name
mean ‘intellect’ was
as the goddess of
wisdom and crafts. In
Rome she was also
worshiped o5 a
goddess of war. The
main festival,
Quinquariria,
celebrating Minerva
+ook place between
March 19 - 23, Like
her Greek eauivalent,
Athena, her sacred
animal is +he owl.
Along with Juno, and
her father Jupiter,
she is considered one
of +he three main
deities.
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Romdh Goddesses

Ceres was the goddess of grain. agriculture, crops, and
fertility. Her name mean ‘wheat” and is still heard in +he

! word ‘cereal’. Ceres main symbol was wheat stalk. Ceres has
a seven day festival in April called Cerealia. During her
festival priests would offer first fruits. She is honored in
May and again in the Fall during +he harvest and often at
Weddings o ensure many children. Her closet Greek
equivalent is +he goddess Demeter.

Fortuna means hope and good ‘fortune’ and +he festival of
Fors is held in her honor is held on June 24+h +o ensure good
fortune for +he year. Fortunds closest Greek counterpart is

+he goddess Tyche. The emperor Hadrian minted coins with
her image on +hem becavse he hoped for Rome's good fortune
and her favor. She is freavently seen holding a comucopia
(hom of plenty).
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Bellona was an
ancient goddess of
war. She was
considered the sister
of Mars in some
sources. Her name
means ‘waging war'.
Bellonas main symbol
was a military helmet
worn on her head. In
some images she holds
a sword or shield.
Bellonas festival was
celebrated on June 37
Bellona had several
shrines and +emples in
Rome. Senators who
were calling for war
or peace treaties did
o in front of her
+emple. Her doset
Greek eauivalent is
+he goddess Enyo.





