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So, what happens in Literature Circles? 

 Students have a novel they are reading 

 5-6 students in a group. 

 Groups of students create and meet on a schedule. 

 Members write notes that help their reading and discussion. 

 Discussion questions come from the STUDENTS! 

 Mini-lessons are taught by the teacher. Teacher = facilitator, fellow reader, & observer 

 Personal responses, connections, & questions are the starting point of discussion 

 There is a feeling of playfulness and sharing as well as depth and understanding.  

 Present highlights of reading with presentations and dramatizations at the end.  

 Groups use good social skills.  

 Grading is through self-evaluation and teacher evaluation. 

 Discussions happen 1-3 times a week. 

 Alternate days are to read and for teacher mini-lessons. 

 Homework is to complete lit circle notes and come up with topics you would like to discuss 

about the book.  

 

What do Literature Circles look like? 

 5 or 6 groups of students gathered in clusters of desks, facing each other. 

 Students are talking quietly. 

 Everyone brings some kind of writing to remind them of points they want to 

bring up. 

 There are no clear leaders 

 Every member of the group contributes to a lively and interesting discussion 

 Students take turns, share airtime, introduce meaty topics, follow up on each 

other’s ideas, and consistently anchor their comments in specific passages from 

the text.  

 Everyone’s books are open.  

 There is free-flowing, spontaneous, back-and-forth, natural conversation 

 Readers assert, question, laugh, argue, pause, ponder, and hypothesize. 

 This activity looks, and is enjoyable! 

 

These are the Reading Strategies you will need to use! 

1. Visualize – make mental pictures or sensory images as you read. 

2. Connect- connect the text to your own experiences, to events in the world, or to other 

readings.  

3. Question – actively wonder, surface uncertainties, and interrogate the text, the author, or 

the characters.  

4. Infer – predict, hypothesize, interpret, and draw conclusions! 

5. Evaluate – determine importance, make judgments, CRITIQUE! 

6. Analyze – notice the elements of the author’s craft; text structure, language, style, theme, 

point of view. 

7. Recall – retell, summarize, and remember information.  

8. Self-monitor – recognize and act upon uncertainty as you read; adjust; troubleshoot; fix 

your misunderstanding.   


