
Literature Circle Notes: Introduction and Expectations 

Group Members: 1.    2.   3.   4.   5. 

With your group, you will read and discuss the book.  You will create your schedule for roles and come prepared to each session.  You will 

decide upon role assignments before starting to read the book.  

Expectations: 

o Show up prepared with your novel, job sheet, and any other necessary assignments or materials 

o Use 3 inch voices 

o Respect yourself and others 

o Follow the directions of the discussion director 

o Be prepared to do your job 

o Share ideas and ask questions 

o Listen well to others 

o Encourage and respond to others 

o Keep the discussion on track 

Evaluations and Assessment: 

You will be evaluated and assessed based on: 

 My joining your circle everyday for 5 to 10 minutes 

 Quiz at end of novel 

 A final project 

 The quality of your contributions to your literature circle discussions  

 The extent to which you keep up with your responsibilities to your group 

 The quality of your ideas on your Literature Circle Notes 

 The quality of your group’s discussions 

You will: 

 Use the Literature Discussion Evaluation sheet to evaluate members of your circle 

 Evaluate yourself using the Literature Circle Individual Evaluation Sheet 

 Get bonus points if you are absent, do your role, and call a group member to share your role the next day with the group; the member 

who covers your part will receive bonus points for taking notes on your job and presenting them to the literature circle. 

Your group must: 

 Read all required pages, pacing yourselves to get finished by the deadline (day 1 read & complete role requirements, day 2 group 

discussion and present your requirements) 

 Hold each member accountable for work, contributions to discussion, and respectful participation (it’s part of YOUR grade, too!) 

 Rotate the assigned roles so that for each discussion each member has a different responsibility (no person has role repeated) 

Timeline: 

There are 12 days where reading is to be completed.  6 days will be reading days and 6 days will be discussion days, which are marked in gray 

on the calendar. On those days, come with the material for your role prepared for discussion. 
Apr 18 
Intro to The 
Breadwinner 

Apr 19 
Intro Lit Circles; Get into 
groups/assign roles 

Apr 20 
Start Reading: 
Pages: 15-36 
Chapters: 1 & 2 

Apr 21-Discussion Day 1 
For yesterday’s reading 
Your Role: ____________ 

Apr 22 
Today’s Reading: 
Pages: 37-60 
Chapters: 3, 4, & 5 

Apr 25-Discussion Day 2 
For yesterday’s reading 
Your Role: ___________ 

Apr 26 
Today’s Reading: 
Pages: 61-86 
Chapters: 6, 7, & 8 

Apr 27-Discussion Day 3 
For yesterday’s reading 
Your Role: _____________ 

Apr 28 
Today’s Reading: 
Pages: 87-108 
Chapters: 9, 10, & 11 

Apr 29-Discussion Day 4 
For yesterday’s reading 
Your Role: ___________ 

May 2 
Today’s Reading: 
Pages: 109-126 
Chapters: 12 & 13 

May 3-Discussion Day 5 
For yesterday’s reading 
Your Role: ______________ 

May 4 
Today’s Reading: 
Pages: 127-145 
Chapters: 14 & 15 

May 5-Discussion Day 6 
For yesterday’s reading 
Your Role: _____________ 
 

May 6 
Lit Circle Evaluations, 
turn in packets 
Quiz on book 

 

Name:  Novel:  The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis Book#: 



These are the Reading Strategies you will need to use! 

 
1. Visualize – make mental pictures or sensory images as you read. 

2. Connect- connect the text to your own experiences, to events in the world, or to other 

readings.  

3. Question – actively wonder, surface uncertainties, and interrogate the text, the author, 

or the characters.  

4. Infer – predict, hypothesize, interpret, and draw conclusions! 

5. Evaluate – determine importance, make judgments, CRITIQUE! 

6. Analyze – notice the elements of the author’s craft; text structure, language, style, 

theme, point of view. 

7. Recall – retell, summarize, and remember information.  

8. Self-monitor – recognize and act upon uncertainty as you read; adjust; troubleshoot; 

fix your misunderstanding.   

 
Historical Fiction Genre 

 
---The historical fiction genre includes stories that are written to portray a time period or convey 

information about a specific time period or an historical event. 

 

---Some well-known examples include The Watsons go to Birmingham, Johnny Tremain, The 

Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Fever 1793, and Catherine, Balled Birdy. 

 

Elements of this genre: 

 Mixture of real and imagination 

 Realistic characters 

 Historical, authentic setting 

 Problems caused by historical event 

 Minor characters are historical figures 

 Theme relates to life lesson 

---In historical fiction, setting is the most important literary element.  Because the author is 

writing about a particular time in history, the information about the time period must be 

accurate, authentic, or both.  Therefore, the author must research events thoroughly. 



Academic Conversations ~ Starter Prompts After One Person Has Spoken 
SKILL Listening Partner Speaking Partner 

 

Elaborate and 

Clarify 

 

 

“Tell me more about…?” 

“Can you elaborate on…?” 

“I wonder how/why…?” 

“That’s true, but how…?” 

“What do you think about…?” 

“Why do you think that is?” 

“What do you mean by (vague word)? 

“Can you be more specific? 

“In other words…” 

“An analogy for this might be…” 

“It is important because…” 

“It’s similar to when… 

“What I’m trying to say is…” 

 

Support Ideas 

with Examples 

 

 

 

“Can you give an example from the text/other 

texts/your life?” 

“What is a real-world example?” 

“Can you show me where it says that?” 

“What is the evidence for that?” 

“Such as…?” 

“Why is that a good example?” 

“For example…” 

“In the text it said that…” 

“An example from my life/the world/another text 

is…” 

“To demonstrate…” 

“In this situation…” 

“For instance…” 

“According to…” 

 

Build On 

and/or 

Challenge a 

Partner’s Idea 

 

 

Build On: 

“I would add that…” 

“I want to expand upon your point about…” 

“I want to follow up on your idea…” 

Challenge: 

“Then again, I think that…” 

“Another way to look at this could be…” 

“I see your point, however…” 

“But if _______, then ________” 

“Do you agree?” 

“Can you add to this idea?” 

“Can you offer another point of view?” 

“How does that connect to the idea…?” 

“I’m not sure if this is relevant, but…” 

“How can we bring this back to the question 

of…?” 

“That’s a good point, too, but you also need to 

consider…” 

“Maybe so, but what if…?” 

 

Paraphrase 

 

 

 

 

“So, you’re saying that…” 

“Let me see if I understand you…” 

“Am I right in hearing you say that…?” 

“In a nutshell, you are arguing that…” 

“In other words…” 

“Essentially, you think that…” 

“I’m not sure I was clear…” 

“I can’t remember everything I said…” 

“How can we relate what I said to the 

topic/idea/question?” 

“OK -- what do we know so far?” 

“Did that make sense to you?” 

 

Synthesize 

Conversation 

Points 

(Both partners 

at the end of 

the academic 

conversation) 

“Let’s sum up – what have we discussed so far…?” 

“How can we bring this all together?” 

“What can we agree upon?” 

“What main points can we share?” 

“What was our original question?” 

“What key idea can we take away?” 

“We can say that…” 

“The main theme/point seems to be…” 

“As a result of this conversation, I think that we 

should…” 

“How does this sound…?” 

“What if we…?” 

“The evidence seems to suggest that…” 

 

Sample of starters and transition terms: 

 For example… 

 According to... 

 To illustrate... 

 Another example... 

 Such as... 
 
 
 
 
 

 As stated in... 

 The author stated... 

 For instance... 

 Consider... 

 In fact... 
 
 
 
 
 

 The text shows... 

 As evidence of... 

 Specifically... 

 Let’s take the case of… 
 
 
 
 

adapted from Academic Conversations (Jeff 

Zwiers & Marie Crawford, Stenhouse 
Publishers, 2011) 



*Adapted from Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in the Student-Centered Classroom by Harvey Daniels (Stenhouse Publishers: York, Maine, 1994. Published in 

Canada by Pembroke Publishers, Markham, Ontario, 1994.  
Retrieved from: 

https://umdrive.memphis.edu/.../Literature%20Circles/Literature%20Circles%20Role%20Sheets.doc 

1. Literature Circles Role Sheet: Summarizer* Name: 

 
Meeting Date________________ Assignment Pages _________to____________ 
 
Summarizer: Your job is to prepare a brief summary of today’s reading. Your group discussion will start with your 1-2 minute 
statement that covers the key point, main highlights, and general idea of today’s reading assignment.  
Things to consider: What are the most important events in the section you read?  What makes them so important? What effect do 
these events have on the plot or the other characters? What changes-in plot, character, or tone-did you notice when you read? What 
questions might appear on a test about this section you read? What might be a good essay topic for this section of the story?  
 

Summary: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
How did these pages/this chapter relate to our Unit 4 theme “Making Choices” and its Essential Questions? (How do we solve 
problems? What impact do our choices have? What are we willing to give up in order to gain what we think we need? What control 
do we have in making choices?) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
Topic to be carried over to the next session: __________________________ 
Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________ 
 



*Adapted from Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in the Student-Centered Classroom by Harvey Daniels (Stenhouse Publishers: York, Maine, 1994. Published in 

Canada by Pembroke Publishers, Markham, Ontario, 1994.  
Retrieved from: 

https://umdrive.memphis.edu/.../Literature%20Circles/Literature%20Circles%20Role%20Sheets.doc 

2. Literature Circles Role Sheet: Discussion Director* Name: 

Meeting Date________________ Assignment Pages _________to____________ 
Discussion Director: Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about this part of 
the book. Don’t worry about the small details; your task is to help people talk over the big ideas in the reading and share 
their reactions. Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings, and concerns as you read. 
You can list them below during or after your reading. You may also use some of the general questions below to develop 
topics for your group. 
 
Possible discussion questions or topics for today: 
Your Questions! 

1.  

 

 

 

2.  

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

4.  

 

 

 

5.  

 

 

 

Your Answers! 

1. 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

4.  

 

 

 

5. 

 

Things to consider: 

 What elements of setting have been added into this section? How do they effect the story? 

 What was going through your mind while you read this? 

 How did you feel while reading this part of the book? 

 What one question would you ask the writer if you got the chance? Why? 

 Did today’s reading remind you of any real-life experiences? 

 What questions did you have when you finished this section? 

 Did anything in this section of the book surprise you? 

 What are the one or two most important ideas? 
 
Topic to be carried over to the next session: __________________________ 
 
Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________ 



*Adapted from Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in the Student-Centered Classroom by Harvey Daniels (Stenhouse Publishers: York, Maine, 1994. Published in 

Canada by Pembroke Publishers, Markham, Ontario, 1994.  
Retrieved from: 

https://umdrive.memphis.edu/.../Literature%20Circles/Literature%20Circles%20Role%20Sheets.doc 

3. Literature Circles Role Sheet: Connector* Name: 

 
    Meeting Date________________ Assignment Pages _________to____________ 
 
Connector: Your job is to find connections between the book your group is reading and the world outside. This means connecting 
the reading to your own life, happenings at school or in the community, similar events at other times and places, or other people or 
problems that this book brings to mind. You might also see connections between this book and other writings on the same topic or 
other writings by the same author. There are no right answers here. Whatever the reading connects you with is worth sharing!  
 
Some connections I found between this reading and other people, places, events, authors: 
 
1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Things to consider: 

 Guide your group to discuss/share which of the following themes/messages they are noticing within their novels.  Share 

specific examples and discuss commonalities/dissimilarities between the novel you’re reading, other novels, and/or real 

world events.  

*Common themes/messages within Historical Fiction novels: 

 The clash of cultures 

 The human cost of war 

 The quest of freedom 

 Overcoming handicaps 

 The upholding of love and honor 

 Love of land and independence 

 Love and honor winning over the bad 

 Importance of human relationships in times of trouble 

 
Topic to be carried over to the next session: __________________________ 
 
Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________ 
 
 
 
 



*Adapted from Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in the Student-Centered Classroom by Harvey Daniels (Stenhouse Publishers: York, Maine, 1994. Published in 

Canada by Pembroke Publishers, Markham, Ontario, 1994.  
Retrieved from: 

https://umdrive.memphis.edu/.../Literature%20Circles/Literature%20Circles%20Role%20Sheets.doc 

4. Literature Circles Role Sheet: Word Wizard* Name: 

 
    Meeting Date________________ Assignment Pages _________to____________ 
 

 Word Wizard: Your job is to be on the lookout for a few especially important words in today’s reading. 

 Things to consider:  

o Examine the author’s use of language in this section; how did the author use semantic slanting, loaded 

words, language manipulation, & propaganda? (Remember: bias) 

o How were these words used to achieve a particular meaning/ feeling? Why do you think the author chose to 

employ these specific words to convey his/her message?  

o In addition, if you find words that are puzzling or unfamiliar, mark them while you are reading and then later 

jot down their definition, either from a dictionary or from some other source.  

o You may also run across familiar words that stand out somehow in the reading – words that are repeated a 

lot, are used in an unusual way, or provide a key to the meaning of the text. Mark these special words, and 

be ready to point them out to the group. When your circle meets, help members find and discuss these 

words.  

Page No. & 
Paragraph 

 
Word 

 
Word’s meaning/definition 

 
Why did you choose this word to 

share/discuss? 

   
 

 

   
 

 

   
 

 

   
 

 

   
 

 

 
*Select one of the above words and complete a vocabulary illustration for that word.  Write the word, draw an 
illustration that best represents that word and use the word in context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic to be carried over to the next session: __________________________ 
 
Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________ 

 



*Adapted from Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in the Student-Centered Classroom by Harvey Daniels (Stenhouse Publishers: York, Maine, 1994. Published in 

Canada by Pembroke Publishers, Markham, Ontario, 1994.  
Retrieved from: 

https://umdrive.memphis.edu/.../Literature%20Circles/Literature%20Circles%20Role%20Sheets.doc 

5. Literature Circles Role Sheet: Illustrator* Name: 

 
    Meeting Date________________ Assignment Pages _________to____________ 
 

 Illustrator: Your job is to visualize what you’ve read and then depict it in visual fashion.  This might mean 

drawing a scene as a cartoon-like sequence, or drawing the details of an important scene so readers can better 

understand the action.  You can draw maps or organizational trees to show how one person, place, or event 

relates to the others. Things to consider: Why did you choose this scene to illustrate?  How does this drawing 

relate to the story?  What, if anything, did the drawing help you see that you had not noticed before?  What did 

this passage make you think about when you read it?  

 Make your drawing in the space provided. Use the notes area to explain how your drawing relates to the text. 

Label your drawings so we know who the characters are. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Topic to be carried over to the next session: __________________________ 
 
Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________ 



*Adapted from Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in the Student-Centered Classroom by Harvey Daniels (Stenhouse Publishers: York, Maine, 1994. Published in 

Canada by Pembroke Publishers, Markham, Ontario, 1994.  
Retrieved from: 

https://umdrive.memphis.edu/.../Literature%20Circles/Literature%20Circles%20Role%20Sheets.doc 

6. Literature Circles Role Sheet: Illuminator* Name: 

 
    Meeting Date________________ Assignment Pages _________to____________ 
 

 Illuminator: Your job is to find at least five quotes/passages to read aloud to your group. *I would suggest 

marking them in your novel with a sticky note for easier access.* These quotes/passages should be memorable, 

interesting, puzzling, funny, or important. Things to consider: Why did you choose this quote/passage to share?    

What, if anything, did this passage/quote help you realize that you had not realized before?  What did this 

quote/passage make you think about when you read it?  

Page No. & 
Paragraph 

where quote/ 
passage is 

located 

 
 

Why you chose this quote/passage 

 
 

The importance/relevance of this quote/passage 
to the novel 

1.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

2.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

3.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

4.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

5.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Topic to be carried over to the next session: __________________________ 
 
Assignment for next session: Pages_______to________ 



*Adapted from Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in the Student-Centered Classroom by Harvey Daniels (Stenhouse Publishers: York, Maine, 1994. Published in 

Canada by Pembroke Publishers, Markham, Ontario, 1994.  
Retrieved from: 

https://umdrive.memphis.edu/.../Literature%20Circles/Literature%20Circles%20Role%20Sheets.doc 

 

Literature Discussion Evaluation Sheet 

Group Members
shares 

ideas

asks 

questions

encourages/r

esponds to 

others

listens 

well

keeps 

discussion 

on track

interrupts 

others

does not 

contribute to 

discussion

does not 

listen

distracts 

others

is not 

prepared

1

2

3

4

5

6

Helpful Contributions Unhelpful Contributions

 

 

Name: _____________________ Book: _____________________ 

 

Self-Evaluation Rubric 

 

1=never  2= sometimes  3=usually  4=always 

Task Student 

Evaluation 

Teacher 

Evaluation 

Kept up with reading   

Used a 3 inch voice   

Participated in group discussion   

Contributed quality comments   

Listened to others in group   

Responded to others in group   

Behaved appropriately in group   

Respected others opinions   

Kept up with roles each time   

Wrote quality responses   

Total(out of 40)   

 

36-40 = A 

31-35 = B  

26-30 = C 

21-25 = D 

<20 = F 
 


