
Name ___________________________________________  Date _____________ 

Figurative Language Practice 
Simile- a comparison of two unlike things using the words like or as 

 Directions: Read each simile and indicate what is being compared on the lines. 

1. The sparkling water of the lake glistened like sequins. 

_____________________ to ___________________ 

2. Beth has brown eyes and hair as dark as the midnight sky. 

_____________________ to ___________________ 

3. The students charged up the stairs like a herd of elephants. 

_____________________ to ___________________ 

 

Metaphor- a comparison of two unlike things (without using like or as) 

 Directions: Tell what is meant by each metaphor. 

1. After the marathon, Callie’s legs were jello. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Tim does have his own car, but it’s a dinosaur. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The linebacker was a bulldozer driving up the field. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Simile or Metaphor? 

 Directions: Circle the correct answer. 

1. On the first night home from summer camp, my pillow was a soft cloud. 

Simile  OR  Metaphor 

2. As soon as the bell for recess rang, the students scattered like ants. 

Simile  OR  Metaphor 

3. Dad is a monster in the morning before he drinks his coffee. 

Simile  OR  Metaphor 

Hyperbole- an exaggeration that cannot possibly be true 

 Directions: Write a yes if the statement is a hyperbole.  Write a no if it is not. 

1. ____ When Mom was pregnant with my brother, she was bigger than a whale. 

2. ____ Mrs. Baker’s new white tennis shoes were brighter than the sun. 

3. ____ That last day of school stretches on for hours. 

4. ____ I am not going outside in that 100 degree weather! 



5. ____ Mark has a brain the size of a peanut. 

Idiom- a group of words whose collective meaning is quite different from their literal 

meanings. 

Directions: Read the sentence and the meaning of the idiom.  Write your own sentence 

using the idiom. 

1. Sheila was over the moon when she saw her report card. 

meaning: very happy, overjoyed 

Sentence: _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Andy says he’s going to Disney World, but I think he’s just pulling my leg. 

meaning: joking, making things up 

Sentence: _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Oh no! I accidentally spilled the beans about Paul’s surprise party. 

meaning: to reveal a secret or surprise 

Sentence: _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Personification- giving human qualities to nonhuman things 

Directions: Read the sentence and identify the object being personified (the nonhuman 

thing) and the human quality being used/compared to. 

  

Sentence Personified 

(Nonhuman) Object 

Human Quality 

1. I put on my tired, old blue jeans. Blue jeans Tired 

2. The soft breeze tickled my cheeks.   

3. The full moon smiled down on the 

campers. 

  

4. The last cupcake begged me to eat it.   

5. The spring flowers danced in the 

wind. 

  

6. Time crawled by as we waited for 

vacation. 

  

 

Alliteration- the repetition of the same initial consonant sound in a series of words. 

Directions: Finish the sentence using alliteration.  So you must make sure that the 

beginning sounds/letters used so far must be used as you finish the sentence. 



1. Daddy doesn’t like donuts or _________________________________________. 

2. Hopefully, Hailey’s home has ________________________________________. 

3. Kayla’s kitten can __________________________________________________. 

4. While Wesley walked wearily, ________________________________________. 

Onomatopoeia- the use of words whose sounds suggest their meaning. 

 Directions: Find an example of onomatopoeia in each sentence and write it on the line. 

1. The tree fell to the forest floor with a loud thump.  ______________________ 

2. The audience clapped as the curtain’s closed. ______________________ 

3. The children played and splashed in the pond. ______________________ 

4. The campfire popped and cackled.   ______________________ 

Directions: Choose the correct word from the options to go with the right sentence. 

 Words: rustle, sputter, crunch, chop, vroom, murmur 

1. Fallen leaves are being stepped on   ______________________ 

2. Eating potato chips     ______________________ 

3. A vacuum cleaner     ______________________ 

4. Lots of people talking softly    ______________________ 

5. Someone cutting up vegetables   ______________________ 

6. A car engine sounds terrible    ______________________ 


